T H E T O W N O F

S6911 State Highway 113 - P.O. Box 115
Merrimac, WI 53561

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF MERRIMAC

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be conducted
by the Town Board of the Town of Merrimac on Wednesday, December 4, 2013,
beginning at 7:00 p.m. and/or immediately following another public hearing also
scheduled at the Merrimac Town Hall, S6911 State Highway 113, to consider proposed
town ordinance 2013-11 providing for the confidentiality of certain financial records
when requested by the town. The purpose proposed is to provide confidentiality of the
records of taxpayers who provide income and expense record information to the town
assessor under s. 70.47 (7) (af), Wis. stats. and to the town treasurer under Wis. Stat.
66.0615(2). Wis. Stats. and to exempt that information from being subject to the right of
inspection or copying as a public record under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats.. Wisconsin law
requires a municipality to adopt such an ordinance when requesting financial information
for these purposes. The proposed ordinance is as follows:

1. Income and expense information provided by a property owner to the town
assessor for the purpose of establishing valuation for assessment purposes by
the income method of valuation shall be confidential and not a public record
open to inspection or copying under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats. Unless a court
determines that the information is inaccurate, the information provided to the
assessor 1s not subject to the right of inspection or copying as a public record
under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats.

2. Wisconsin Department of Revenue records including state sales tax records

and income and cxpense information provided by a person to the town

treasurer for the purpose of auditing room tax, shall be confidential and not a

public record open to inspection or copying under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats.

Unless a court determines that the information is inaccurate, the information

provided to the assessor is not subject to the right of inspection or copying as

a public record under s. 19.35 (1), Wis. stats.

A town officer in the Town of Merrimac may make public disclosure or allow

access to income and expense information provided by a property owner to

the town assessor for the purpose of establishing valuation for assessment

purposes by the income method of valuation in his or her possession and a

town officer in the Town of Merrimac may make public disclosure or allow

access to income and expense information provided by a tax payer to the town
treasurer for the purpose of determining or auditing room tax in his possession
as provided below:

a. The town assessor and/or town treasurer shall have access to the provided
income and expense information in the performance of his or her duties.
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b. The board of review may review the provided income and expense
information when needed, in its opinion, to decide upon a contested
assessment.

¢. Any person or body who has the right or whose duty in his or her office is
to review the provided income and expense information shall have access
to the information.

d. A town officer who is complying with a court order may release the
provided income and expense information in accordance with the court's
order.

e. If the provided income and expense information, or related financial
records, has been determined by a court to be inaccurate, the information
is open and public.

f. If the property owner or tax payer has provided written approval for public
disclosure or limited disclosure to that person, and the Town Board of the
Town of Merrimac has approved the disclosure, the provided income and
expense information is open and public to the extent approved.

4. Any person, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity that fails to comply
with the provisions of this ordinance shall, upon conviction, pay a forfeiture of
not less than $100 nor more than $500, plus the applicable surcharges,
assessments, and costs for each violation. Each day a violation exists or
continues constitutes a separate offense under this ordinance. In addition, the
town board may seek injunctive relief from a court of record to enjoin further
violations.

5. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or
applications of this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are
severable.

6. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication.

Interested parties may contact the Town Administrator at (608) 493-2588 or by email to
tnadmin/@merr.com.

During the Public Hearing, the public is invited to speak regarding the amendment.
Written comments can be submitted to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting and shall
become part of the record. The Public Hearing shall be closed when all interested parties
in attendance have had a chance to offer comment.

Upon the close of the Public Hearing, a meeting of the Town Board of the Town of
Merrimac shall be called to order and the amendment shall be discussed and considered
per the agenda.

By Order of the Town Board of the Town of Merrimac
Tim McCumber, Town Administrator & Clerk - Treasurer

HEARING NOTICE POSTED November 14, 2013



