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Town of Merrimac Challenges Village Annexation

Town Acts To Protect Non-Contiguous Properties

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact Information:

· Tim McCumber, Town Administrator, Town of Merrimac:  608-493-2588 or 608-963-4648

· Attorney Natalie Bussan, Cross, Jenks Mercer & Maffei:  608-356-3981

 

(MERRIMAC, WI) – On Thursday, January 25, 2007, the Town of Merrimac Town Board voted to seek judicial review of the Village of Merrimac’s decision to annex the David Gerry property into the Village.  The Gerry property is in the Town separated from the Village by farmland that was not included in the annexation.    

Because the Gerry property is not connected to the Village, the Town contends the Village’s action was illegal under the Wisconsin Statutes.  Town Attorney Natalie Bussan said the statutes require that lands be connected to the Village in order to be annexed.  The Town will ask that the Court declare that the Village acted beyond its authority and restore the property to the Town.  The Town wants to prevent the Village from annexing additional property that is not connected to the Village.  

Town Chair Richard Grant questions whether there is any benefit landowners receive by annexing into the Village.  For example, state law requires that the annexed property be subject to the same shoreland zoning rules that apply to shoreland properties now, even after they become part of the Village.  Furthermore, any property annexing will be subject to a 20% tax increase, based on comparable mill rates, and will likely be required to connect to Village water and sewer.  Connecting to water and sewer will include an initial cost to hook up as well as continuing utility fees.  After connecting, owners will be required to abandon their wells and septic systems at additional cost.      

Town Administrator Tim McCumber provided the costs for connecting to the Village’s utilities.  As of 2004, the monthly base charge for water and sewer in the Village was $39.50 with a user fee of $9.43 per 1,000 gallons.  The average family of 4 uses approximately 4,000 to 8,000 gallons per month.  This equates to an average bill of $77 to $115 per month, or $924 to $1,380 a year.  The Town’s residents are all served by private wells and septic systems or holding tanks.  

Grant regrets that the Town has to take this step but feels it is necessary to protect the interests of the Town’s citizens and prevent future problems due to this improper annexation.
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